
Annex IV to the Rules of Procedure: Interpretation and 
translation 

European Parliament rules regarding interpreting and translation facilities (Article 11 of 
these Rules of Procedure) 
 
Interpreting and translation facilities: 
 
(a) For all meetings held at Parliament's normal places of work: 
 
(i) interpretation will be provided in all the working languages of the European JPA members 
actually present; 
 
(ii) actual presence within the meaning of this paragraph refers to attendance at all sittings of a 
session, and at meetings of the Bureau and the standing committees for the members 
concerned; 
 
(iii) translation services during each meeting will be provided in English and French. 
 
(b) For all meetings held outside Parliament's normal places of work: 
 
(i) Interpretation facilities shall be provided for the ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly as a 
general rule in English, French, German, Spanish, Italian and Portuguese; other languages might 
be considered under exceptional circumstances for particular meetings (e.g. the language of the 
Council Presidency); 
 
If it is established two weeks before a scheduled meeting that fewer than three Members using 
any one of these languages will attend, interpretation will not be provided in the language(s) 
concerned. 
 
Attendance is confirmed in the following ways: 
 

 in the case of meetings outside the European Union, by booking a plane ticket with the 
European Parliament's accredited travel agency, or 

 in the case of meetings within the European Union, on the basis of the lists sent by the 
political groups to the European co-secretariat, with reservation of a travel ticket and/or a 
hotel room, 

 
(ii) once the meeting has started interpretation will be provided in the languages foreseen even if 
fewer than three Members using any one of those languages remain present at that specific 
meeting, 
 
(iii) if, after application of the rules in paragraph (i), the language of the host country is not 
included in the interpretation language profile for the JPA session, active and passive 
interpretation of that language can be provided additionally, if the language is a Community 
language, 
 
(iv) translation services during each meeting will be provided in English and French. 

 


